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For one hundred and twenty-
five years (125) years, Cornwall 

College has stood as one of four male 
secondary schools in the country, 
playing a major role in shaping the 
lives of the nation’s boys, educating 
them to become well-rounded 
academically, morally, spiritually, 
physically -  transforming them to 
Men of Might. 

Serving the Western Region, Cornwall 
College, over the years, has built 
a commendable reputation as it 
continues to produce exceptional 

graduates, who have made a 
significant contribution to all areas of 
national life, especially in the fields of 
medicine, politics and education. Being 
named the first government school in 
Jamaica and the first high school in 
the West Indies to offer Chemistry and 
Physics as subjects, Cornwall College 
has established several other track 
records in music, sports and other co-
curricular activities, thereby boosting 
pride among its students, alumni, and 
the community.

As the education paradigm shifts and 
the world moves toward a knowledge-
based economy, education at the 
high school level has become the 
cornerstone of lifelong success. The 
Cornwall College goal must, therefore, 
be to continue focusing on creating an 
environment where all stakeholders 
can strive to attain their highest ideals. 
Let it be that the necessary strategies 
are employed that each boy learns 
because he is integral to the long-term 
educational goals of the College.

I congratulate Cornwall College for 
its tradition of excellence and urge 
that you continue to hold fast to your 
mission “To transform boys into men 
of might by imparting values, attitudes 
and quality education that prepare and 
empower them to optimally function 
in society and the global village.” 

Happy 125th Anniversary!

Message from HIS EXCELLENCY  THE MOST 
HON. SIR PATRICK ALLEN ON, GCMG, CD, 

KSt.J  GOVERNOR-GENERAL 

HIS EXCELLENCY  THE MOST HON. SIR 
PATRICK ALLEN ON, GCMG, CD, KSt.J  

GOVERNOR-GENERAL

THE MOST HON ANDREW HOLNESS, ON, 
MP, PC PRIME MINISTER

“One hundred 
and twenty-
five years of 

impactful 
existence is no 

small feat; I, 
therefore, urge 
you to remain 
dedicated to 
your mission 
of positively 

moulding 
young lives.”

- THE MOST HON 
ANDREW HOLNESS

Message from THE MOST HON ANDREW 
HOLNESS, ON, MP, PC PRIME MINISTER

Congratulations to Cornwall 
College on celebrating 125 

years of excellence in secondary 
education. I am pleased to join 
the board, staff, students, other 
stakeholders and partners in 
recognising this milestone. As you 
reflect on rich legacy of Cornwall 
College over the last century and a 
quarter, I implore you to continue 
shaping well-rounded Jamaican 
men that add value to our society. 

Since 1896, CC, as the institution 
is affectionately called, has been 
committed to educating and 
developing the young men in St. 
James and adjoining areas. 
The Government commends 

Cornwall College on establishing 
high discipline standards as 
evidenced by the embodiment 
of the school’s motto, “Learn 
or Leave.” In addition, the 
institution has made commendable 
achievements in academics, 
extra-curricular activities and 
sports. CC’s impressive record 
in the area of schoolboy sports 
is commendable copping eleven 
Oliver Shield and twelve DaCosta 
Cup titles, are a testament to this. 

I implore the teachers, 
administrative staff and students 
under the leadership of principal 
Mr Michael Ellis to stay true to the 
values that underpin the school’s 
success. Cornwall College has 
graduated notable members of 
the Jamaican society earning 
distinction for having a large 

cadre of graduates who have 
gone on to service our nation 
as, Chief Justices and medical 
doctors among other professions. 
In that regard, I encourage all past 
students, the Board of Governors 
and the community of parents 
to persist in supporting the 
school’s policies, initiatives and 
programmes that are constructive 
to holistic education. 

One hundred and twenty-five 
years of impactful existence is 
no small feat; I, therefore, urge 
you to remain dedicated to your 
mission of positively moulding 
young lives. As you look forward 

to many more years 
of remarkable service 
to education, may you 
continue transforming 
boys into ‘men of might’. 

Happy 125th 
Anniversary, 

Cornwall College!
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It is with great pleasure that 
I join Cornwall College in 

celebrating the school’s 125th 
anniversary. I wish to extend 
my congratulations to the entire 
Cornwall College community 
for reaching this significant 
milestone. 

Cornwall College is built on 
strong academic and moral 
grounding, raising multifaceted 

young men who are empowered 
to contribute meaningfully 
to the social, political and 
economic development of 
our society. It is an institution 
which strives to ensure that 
its students benefit from an 
experience at school that leaves 
them well-rounded, and that 
its boys are raised to become 
“Men of Might”. 

The school motto thus asserts 
boldly, “Disce aut Discede”, 
which translates to “Learn 
or Leave”, an enduring 
testament to the emphasis 
that Cornwall College places 
on the immutable values of 

education and living by 
ethical principles.

The Cornwall College Old 
Boys’ Association must also 
be commended for upholding 
that ethos, and for the enduring 
role it has played in moulding 
the lives of students in Montego 
Bay and Western Jamaica. 

Happy 125th Anniversary 
Cornwall College! 

The celebration of 125 years in 
the life of any institution is truly 

an achievement and a memorable 
occasion that calls for reflection. 
I extend heartiest congratulations 
to Cornwall College (CC) on 
this significant milestone and its 
outstanding contribution to the 
educational development of the 
nation.

This school, located in Western 
Jamaica, continues to achieve in 
many areas. I commend its academic 
performances at the CSEC and 

CAPE levels, as well as the active 
participation of its students in sports 
and other co – curricular activities. 
Cornwall College has truly provided 
a balanced education to those who 
have passed through its hallowed 
halls.

I applaud Principal Michael Ellis, the 
dedicated teachers, hardworking 
educators who have remained 
committed to improving the 
institution’s standard of learning. 
This journey would not have been 
possible without the contribution of 
those charged with the leadership 
and the unbreakable relationship 
and support rendered by the Board 
Chairman Patrick Reid and team, 
parents and the CC alumni.

To the present students, aptly called 
‘Boys to Men of Might’, I challenge 
you to be mindful of the outstanding 
heritage of your school. Accept the 
baton proudly and gratefully, with 
God’s blessing may you continue to 
blaze the trail of your predecessors, 
the appreciative alumni of Cornwall 
College.

As you celebrate, I wish for 
Cornwall College continued success 
in achieving excellence for years 
to come. Have a blessed and truly 
wonderful anniversary.

Message from Mark J. Golding, MP 
Leader of the Opposition

Mark J. Golding, MP 
Leader of the Opposition

Hon Fayval Williams 
Minister of Education, Youth and 

Information (MOEYI)

Message from the Hon Fayval Williams 
Minister of Education, Youth and 

Information (MOEYI)
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Since 1896, Cornwall 
College has played and 
continues to play that all 
important and enduring 
role of “converting boys 
to men of might”. The 
institution situated on 
the hill beside the sea is 
one of the oldest all male 
schools in the island and 
continues to provide a 
sound education to our 
boys.

This year, 2021 marks 
our quasquicentennia, 
offering us that chance 
to look back at our lasting 

legacy. Those who have 
passed through these 
gates each year would 
have helped to create that 
legendary story that is yet 
to be told in its entirety. 
This noble institution has 
molded many a great 
academic and iconic 
sportsmen. 

As a product of this 
institution, and the 
Member of Parliament 
for the Constituency that 
the school falls within, 
it is with gratitude that 
I accept the invitation 
to pen these words 
in recognition of the 
celebration of 125 years 
of yeoman service to the 
nation.

Cornwall College is, and 
will continue to be an 
evidence of progress in 
the educational sector. 
We continue to strive 
for excellence surging 
forward in the production 
of “men of might”.

In celebration of our 125 
years of anniversary, we 

continue to take pride in the 
remarkable successes of our 
Cornwall College School 
Community.  Notably, 125 
years in the life of anyone 
or any organization is not 
only a great achievement 
but a blessing as well.

Cornwall College exists 
today for the same reason 
it was founded in 1896, 
that is, to educate and 
develop young boys for 

active service to their 
communities and the 
nation on a whole. Hence 
the birth of what was 
then called, Montego Bay 
Government Secondary 
School, today Cornwall 
College.

To d a y  w e  h a v e 
distinguished ourselves 
as one of the pre-eminent 
institutions for learning; 
not just in Montego Bay 
but in the Caribbean as 
well as the world.

Guided by the motto: 
‘Learn or Leave’, we 
embrace the philosophy 

of “Transforming Boys to 
Become Men of Might.” We 
can proudly say that this 
vision has been realized 
through the long list of 
Erudite Scholars, Doctors, 
Scientists, Politicians, 
Attorneys, Engineers and 
Entrepreneurs serving 
Jamaica, the wider 
Caribbean and many other 
countries globally.

Our 125th Anniversary is 
intended to celebrate these 
significant achievements, 
and to nurture and grow 
the Cornwall College 
Legacy for those who are 
with us now, coupled with 
those who will join us in the 
future.

Our values of integrity, 
excellence, teamwork and 

success are fundamental 
to our vision, and form the 
catalyst for our continued 
growth and development 
as an unparalleled and 
unique learning institution.  
We are a community full 
of intelligence, spirit, 
warmth, and compassion.  
Undoubtedly, we are united 
in purpose, resting on 
the pillars of Academics, 
Sports, Culture and Social 
Responsibility.  With God 
as our supreme leader, we 
resolve to be motivated 
by the faith and resilience 
of our founding fathers 
as we unconditionally 
and unreservedly commit 
ourselves solemnly to 
the future prosperity and 
success of this our noble 
institution.

I therefore wish to thank 
all members of our school 
community: governments, 
b o a r d  m e m b e r s , 
administration past and 
present, teachers, members 
of staff, students, and 
parents, past and present. 
Together, you have made 
Cornwall College what it 
is today.  I look forward to 
our future partnerships, 
working as indefatigable 
campaigners to transform 
lives. 

Hesitate not, to celebrate 
t h i s  i n d o m i t a b l e 
Community in our 125th 
anniversary!

Message fromHeroy Clarke 
LLB J.P, MP Central St. James

Heroy Clarke LLB J.P
MP Central St. James

Message from Michael Ellis J. P and 
Principal  of Cornwall College

Michael Ellis J. P
Principal Cornwall College

As we celebrate 125 
years of existence, 

we reflect on the many 
accomplishments of our 
alma mater and give 
thanks that it has stood 
the test of time.  We are 
grateful Cornwall College 
has remained true to 
its mandate to provide 
quality education to young 
boys who are ultimately 
converted to Men of 

Might.  The school on 
the hill beside the sea 
has been a beacon of light 
to many throughout the 
length and breadth of 
Jamaica , indeed across 
the globe, and has focused 
on holistic development 
of the young men who 
have passed through its 
hallowed halls,  excelling 
both in academics and 
extracurricular activities.  
Its importance to national 
development cannot 
be overstated and it 
has provided a whole 

slew of individuals who 
have shaped the fabric of 
Jamaica.  As we continue 
on the onward march, 
we look forward to the 
maintenance  of a culture 
of excellence as embodied 
in our school motto “Disce 
aut Discede”, Learn or 
Leave.

Message from Cornwall College 
old boys association

Dr. Richard Meggo
President CCOBA Montego Bay
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The members of Cornwall 
College Alumni Association of 
Central Florida want to take 
this opportunity to extend our 
congratulations to our Alma 
Mater, Cornwall College on 
this the 125th anniversary of 
the institution on the hill.  We 
are honored, and proud to be 
a part of the Cornwall College 

family, and will always exhibit 
the valor of Men of Might.

We join with past and present 
Cornwallian to wish the 
institution a happy 125th 
anniversary, and a bright 
future in the years to come.  
As Cornwall College alumni 
(old boys), we are committed 
to support, strengthen and 
uphold the legacy of Cornwall 
College to ensure its continued 
development of future leaders 
both at home and abroad.

May the success of the last 
125 years lead to an even 
more successful 125 through 
collaboration of all past students 
and all CC stakeholders to 
develop boys to become 
distinguished Men of Might.

The Cornwall College Alumni 
Association of Central Florida 
extends best wishes and S-U-
C-C-E-S-S to Cornwall College 
on this 125th year anniversary.

Message from Cornwall College 
Alumni Association of Central 

Florida

Patrick A. Clarke
President, Central Florida 

Chapter 

Message from Cornwall College old 
boys Association (kingston chapter)

In celebrating the 125th anniversary 
of our beloved alma mater we reflect 
on the invaluable contribution it 
has made to the development of the 
Jamaican society. Cornwallians have 
participated and led in every field of 
human endeavour setting examples 
for all to follow.

We thank the founders for having 
conceptualized and established this 
noble institution creating a path to 
education for boys initially of the 
less fortunate. Their legacy endures 

forever. In the ensuing years many 
others, through their dedication and 
altruism ensured these boys were 
converted to Men of Might. Their 
work continues and our Chapter 
salutes them.

A new horizon looms for our school. 
The demands of the post pandemic 
society require a paradigm shift in 
how schools provide an education. 
The Old Boys Associations while not 
the vanguard of the change will be 
integral to the success of this effort.  
A partnership must be forged with 
the school’s management setting 
out defined objectives and expected 
results as pre-requisites.

The Kingston Chapter is resolute in its 
commitment to support the school’s 
development. Throughout the years 
assistance has been provided for 
infrastructural improvements, co–
curricular activities and the funding 
of students who would not have 
otherwise been able to attend school. 
These efforts will continue as we 
pursue a shared vision continuing to 
work together to achieve the desired 
results.

Congratulations to the College, our 
school on the hill beside the sea.

Patrick D. Thompson
President
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Ask not what your country 
can do for you, ask what 

you can do for your country”- 
John F. Kennedy. Ever since 
President Kennedy made this 
statement in his inauguration 
speech on January 21, 1961, 
it has been often quoted over 
the years. Today, I would like 
to modify his quotation a bit 
by stating, “Ask not what 
Jamaica can do for you or 
have done for you, ask what 
you can do for Jamaica”.

Despite the constraints 

presented by COVID-19, the 
New York Chapter’s mission 
to support the school has 
continued with unabated 
vigor. However, the pandemic 
has laid bare some gaping 
inadequacies that we are 
working on in earnest to help 
to remedy. 

As we are celebrating the 
125th anniversary of the 
school let us take some time 
to reflect on what the school 
has meant to so many of us 
who were fortunate to have 

attended.
Cornwall College has made 
its mark as an institution par 
excellence, but we should not 
rest on our laurels. The school 
must be as relevant now as 
it was at its beginning and 
continue to meet the needs 
of the boys currently in 
attendance and in the future, 
by providing an unparalleled 
educational opportunity for its 
students. Such an education 
should instill in the young 
men a deep desire to be of 
service to their country and 

their fellow citizens.

“To be learned in all that is 
worthwhile knowing. Not to 
be crammed with the subject 
matter of the book or the 
philosophy of the classroom, 
but to store away in your head 
such facts as you need for 
the daily application of life, 
so that you may the better in 
all things understand your 
fellowmen, and interpret your 
relationship to your Creator 
” – Marcus Garvey

Over the last 125 years, 
Cornwall College, our 

beloved alma mater on the 
hill by the sea, has stood for 
leadership and excellence. 
The school whose stated goal 
is to turn boys who attend 

into Men of Might has blazed 
a trail that is well documented 
and recognized in Jamaica 
and the world for producing 
some of the finest scholars, 
entrepreneurs, civic leaders, 
social activists, athletes, 

entertainers, and citizens in 
almost every industry.

The Cornwall College Old 
Boys Association Mid-
Atlantic Chapter, which 
covers Pennsylvania, South 
New Jersey, Delaware, 
Maryland, Virginia, and 
Ohio, is proud of our role in 
supporting Cornwall College. 
Over the last four years, 
starting under the leadership 
of Past President Neville 
Bell and continues today 
under my administration, 
our members, with support 
from other alumni chapters, 
have shipped desks, chairs, 
laboratory equipment, 
computers, office furniture, 

and many other school 
supplies to the school. 

Even with this support, we 
recognize that there is always 
more to get done to help our 
beloved alma mater.  As 
part of our mission, we have 
adopted words codified in 
Jamaica’s National Pledge 
that we will work diligently 
and creatively; think 
generously and honestly so 
that Cornwall College may, 
with God’s guidance, increase 
in scholarship, fellowship, 
and prosperity. We look 
forward to continuing to 
support Cornwall College 
so that its accomplishments 
in future years may even 

outshine those of its first 125 

years.

On behalf of the Cornwall 
Col lege  Alumni 

Association of Atlanta, it is 
indeed a privilege to share 
in the celebration of our 
Alma Mater 125th year of 
creating Men of Might.
We stand with pride, 
knowing that our time at this 
great institution has bettered 
our lives. It is this pride, 
with which we publicly and 
proudly proclaim “I am a 
Cornwallian”.

We are steadfast in 
our determination that 
Cornwall College will still 
be producing MoM for 
another one hundred years 
and more, by collaborating 
with the other chapters 
for the improvements of 
the infrastructure and 
upgrading the educational 
facilities.

CC for Life

PETER LEE &
ASSOCIATES

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
AUDIT · ACCOUNTING · FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT · TAXATION

We wish you all the best 
for years to come.

65-67 Knutsford Boulevard 
7th Floor
Kingston 5

Shops 35-36 
Overton Plaza
49 Union St. 
Montego bay
St. James

Happy

125th
Anniversary!

Message from Cornwall College Alumni 
Association Atlanta

Chris Earle ‘80

Message from Cornwall College Old Boys Association Mid-Atlantic

Michael ‘JUBA’ Williams

Message from Cornwall College Alumni Association of New York

Barrington Harvey, Sr.
President  CCOBANY
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It is with tremendous pride and 
honor for the South Florida 

chapter to congratulate our Alma 
Mater Cornwall College on the  
125th  anniversary of its existence.  
It was just two short years ago that 

our chapter celebrated 25 years 
of existence.  The context of that 
milestone becomes gigantic when 
viewed against the background 
of an Alma Mater that opened 
its doors over 100 years prior.  
Cornwall College maintains a 
tradition of excellence that has 
served throughout its history 
to produce men of might who 
have made powerful, enduring 
and exemplary contributions in 
every facet of life all over the 
world.  This is a testimony to the 
rich quality of education, depth of 
life learning and commitment to 
excellence that has been a staple 
of the school from inception.  We 
as alumni will be forever blessed 
with the sense of pride, passion 
and privilege to have attended 
this immense institution and will 
continue to honor its history 
through selfless giving back to 
help to sustain and perpetuate its 
values and ideals.

On behalf of the Cornwall College 
Alumni Association (CCAA) – 
Canada, I would like to extend 
my congratulations to Cornwall 

College in celebrating the 125th 
Anniversary of its birth.
As one of the oldest government-
run High Schools in Jamaica, 
Cornwall College’s anniversary 
is evidence of its longevity and 
significance. Cornwall College, 
the school on the hill beside 
the sea, represents a bastion 
of learning and excellence to 
the generations of students, 
educators and staff who have 
passed through its hallowed 
walls. We take pride in the 
school’s many contributions and 
achievements and look ahead for 
more to come.

As we go forward transforming 
boys in to “Men of Might,” may 
we continue to support it, as it 
takes its proper seat among the 
best that Jamaica has to offer.

Message from Cornwall College 
Alumni Association of South Florida

Phillip Wallace, CCAA
 South Florida

Message from Cornwall College 
Alumni Association of Canada

Steve M. Petgrave,
President CCAA
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HISTORY
1841-1895
The school in St. James dates to the 19th century, 
when secondary education was greatly needed 
in the parish and George Millar, a teacher from 
Scotland, opened the Montego Bay Academy 
in 1841.[3] In 1852, the Academy was moved 
to the Presbyterian House, which was at the 
time located at 56 Union Street. In 1871 the 
academy closed its doors when representatives 
from Scotland encouraged the government 
of Jamaica to establish a Queen’s College in 
Spanish Town. This institution also did not 
last long and again government sponsored 
secondary education was lacking in the country. 
In 1895, a Presbyterian minister, Rev. Adam 
Thomson, and a government representative 
for St. James and Trelawny, Hon. John Kerr, 
petitioned the government to allocate 500 
pounds for secondary education in Montego 
Bay.

1896-1921
Thus, in 1896, Cornwall College was born. The 
school was at that time located on Barracks 
Road (site of the Public Works Office) and was 
called Montego Bay Government Secondary 
School. Classes began in September 1896 with 
21 students .the School Board was chaired by 

Rev Thompson until his death in 1897.  Some 
insight into the early operations of the school 
is documented. For example concerning the 
Library. A 1904 report says that among other 
things, “ the school has a small library for the 
use of the boys” Regarding girls,  an 1903 report 
mentioned that “ According to the scheme, the 
school may at the discretion of the Board of 
Education comprise a separate \department  for 
girls in which case needlework  is to be added 
“  That never materialized in a  formal sense. 
On the matter of Science  it says,  “ Science is 
being extended along the lines  of the “ School of 
Science “ in England and will include Principles 
of Agriculture. In order to make the practical 
teaching in Science efficient , a laboratory has 
been recently added. As for boarding, it appears 
that up to 1905, the school operated simply as a 
day school catering to boys of the community  
The need for taking boys  from further afield 
was recognized  and  a report states that “ the 
Headmaster can assist parents in arranging 
for the boarding of boys in private families.”

Mr. E. Lockett, B.A., was named the first 
headmaster and he served until 1903. He was 
succeeded by Anglican priest, Rev. George 
Hibbert Leader in 1904. Leader served some 
19 years at the helm of the institution which 
ran into difficulties due to the rapid growth 
of the student body and the resulting lack of 

classroom space. It was then that in 1909 the 
Hon. D. A. Corinaldi stepped in and used his 
considerable influence and status to procure 
2,500 pounds from the government to assist in 
the establishment of a new school site.[4]
Between 1910 and 1911, 34 acres of land were 
bought at the Pleasant Hill Estate where the 
institution was constructed. The school was 
officially opened at its new location in 1911 
by the then Governor of Jamaica, Sir Sidney 
Olivier.

1922-Present
In 1922, Montego Bay Government Secondary 
School was renamed Cornwall College after 
Cornwall County, Jamaica in which it is 
located. Given its antecedents a  “School of 
Science”  a state of the art Physics laboratory 
was established at Cornwall College in 1925  
at a cost of 600 pounds.  This Laboratory was 
the first of its kind in Jamaica and the English 
speaking Caribbean at that time  Under the 
Leadership of Rev Leader, the school had made 
great progress in the Sciences and the Physics 
laboratory was actually opened while Rev Edgar 
Baker was Headmaster. This was two years 
after the sudden death of  Rev. Leader from a 
heart attack.  

Continues on Page 10...



SP
EC

IA
L 

AD
VE

RT
IS

IN
G

 tw
it

te
r/

ja
m

ai
ca

ob
se

rv
er

   
w

w
w

.ja
m

ai
ca

ob
se

rv
er

.c
om

   
TH

E
 D

A
IL

Y
 O

B
S

E
R

V
E

R
   

Tu
es

d
ay

, N
ov

em
b

er
 3

0,
 2

02
1

1
0

2,000 feet above Montego Bay’s highest peak lies one of Jamaica’s most precious gems.  Nestled on a 
cliff with a panoramic view of Jamaica’s north coast “Skyborne” is your answer to peace and serenity. 

Adorned with four beautiful fully furnished self-contained cottages, each with a unique expanse of the 
Montego Bay Valley, the Caribbean Sea and the western fringes of the Cockpit Country. 

The property attracts visitors from all over the world especially honeymooners, bird watchers and 
hikers. It also attracts visitors and guests who host small business retreats, weddings and family 
reunions. 

Our experienced staff includes a full-time housekeeper and cook for guests who require this service.

2,000 feet above Montego Bay’s highest peak lies one of Jamaica’s most precious gems.  Nestled on a 2,000 feet above Montego Bay’s highest peak lies one of Jamaica’s most precious gems.  Nestled on a 
cliff with a panoramic view of Jamaica’s north coast “Skyborne” is your answer to peace and serenity. cliff with a panoramic view of Jamaica’s north coast “Skyborne” is your answer to peace and serenity. 

Skyborne
Country
House

THE

For Reservations and further details visit our website at
www.skybornecountryhouse.com

Our Local Contact:
876-836-8078/876-557-8503/876-952-8321.

Lens and Sensors from the original Physics Laboratory

Mr. Frank Ogle, science teacher was largely 
responsible  for the organization of the Physics 
programme at Cornwall College  during that period.  
Mathematics teacher Mr. Everald Barrett who later 
became headmaster actually taught Physics at CC 
for  afew years in the late 1930s. The establishment 
of the physics laboratory played a pivotal role 
in the reputation of Cornwall College and it is 
reputed that the institution was named the first 
government school in Jamaica and also the first 
high school in the West Indies to offer Chemistry 
and Physics as subjects in its curriculum, and for 
many years the majority of doctors and pharmacists 
in Jamaica were graduates of the school  In 1953, 
Cornwall College came under the leadership of 
Mr. E.A. Barrett, the school’s first Jamaican-born 
headmaster. Under Barrett’s leadership, the school’s 
population grew to over 650 boys and has been on 
an upward trajectory ever since with over 1300 
boys now attending the Institution.

Many well-known figures have passed through 
the gates of Cornwall College including Speaker 
of the House of Representatives: Hon. Headley 
Cunningham; Chief Justices Sir Rowland Phillips, 
Sir Herbert Duffus and Kenneth Smith; Members of 
Parliament: Dr. Horace Chang, Dr. Kenneth Baugh, 
Dr. Karl Blythe, Arthur Nelson, Lloyd B. Smith 
(Editor of the Western Mirror) and the late Patrick 
Rosegreen; Ambassador Derrick Heaven; the late 
Dr. Garth Taylor; the late Walt Crooks, owner of 
Club Inferno Resort; William “Billy” Craig, former 
Custos Rotulorum of St. James; Montego Bay 
businessman Carlton Chin; American businessman 
Vincent HoSang; Physics professors Dr. H. Vernon 
Wong and Dr. Paul M. Shand; Chemistry professor 
Dr. Vernon G. S. Box.

HISTORY
Continued from Page 9...
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Palm View 
Guest House&Conference 

Center

Palm View Guesthouse and Conference 
Centre is Montego Bay’s answer to serenity. 
Located at 22 Delisser Drive in Montego 

Bay St. James. Ideally situated between the 
Sangster’s International Airport and the world.

Palm View Guest House offers air conditioning 
and cable TV. Barbecue facilities are available 
along with laundry facilities. We also offer tours 
of the beautiful island.

For Reservations or further details contact 
your Travel Agent or visit the website at 
www.palmviewguesthouse.com.

Our local contacts are: 876-952-8321
Email us at palmview23@hotmail.com.

HISTORY
List of Headmasters

• Mr. E. V. Lockett (1896 - 1903)
• Rev. George Hibbert Leader (1904 - 1923)

• Rev. E. B. Baker (1924 - 1940)
• Mr. John Hardie (1940 - 1942)

• Lt. Col. Norman E. Jackson (1942 - 1953)
• Mr. Everald Arthurton Barrett (1953 - 1966)

• Mr. James Arthur William Crick (1966 - 1976) 
• Mr Bevill St Elmo deBruin (actg.) (1976 - 1978)

• Dr. Dudley Clifford Stokes (1978-1984) 
• Mrs Vilma Baugh (actg.) (1984 - 1986)

• Mr. Noel Monteith (1986 - 1990)
•Mr. Croswell Taylor (1990? - 2004)

• Mr Dave Soares 2004-2005 (acting)
• Mr. Denham McIntyre (2006 - 2014?)

• Mrs. Vinette Virgo (actg.) (2014 - 2016)
•Dr. Lennox Rowe (2016 - 2017)

• Mrs. Lecia Allen (actg.) (2017 - 2018)
• Mr. Michael Ellis (2018 - )

Physics 
Lab 

Building 
established 

in 1925.

Continued from Page 10...
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Cornwall College has produced four Rhodes Scholars 

Professor Ralston Milton “Rex”  Nettleford  - 1957

Professor Vernon Wong  World reknown plasma physicists – 1961

Dr Ernest Milton Hew -1964

Dr. David McBean- 1988

Rex Nettleford Political Scientist who was 
the first alumnus of the UWI to become 
vice chancellor. He was also the third 
student from UWI to become Rhodes 
Scholar in 1957 

Not satisfied with being one of the 

brightest and best scholars of the 
university of the West Indies, Professor 
Nettleford is also recognised as one of the 
founders of the Iconic Jamaican dance 
company the National Dance Theatre 
Company.

This company is world reknown and has 
established its own style of dance such 
as KUMINA based on African dancing 
brought to Jamaica by the Africans and 
fused with Modern dance

ACADEMIC ICONS

PROFESSOR REX NETTLEFORD CC’S FIRST RHODES SCHOLAR

OTHER NOTABLE 
ACADEMICS

Professor Joesph 
Perria Deputy 
Prinvcipal UWI 
Mona 2002-2010

Professor Horace 
Fletcher  Dean 
of the faculty of 
Medicine UWI

Professor Joseph 
Plummer Head of 
Surgery UHWI

Dr. Richard Mayhew 
Urologist

Professor Aggrey 
Brown Former Head 
of CARIMAC

DR. DAVID 
MCBEAN OUR 

LATEST RHODES 
SCHOLAR
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Dr. Garth Taylor Opthalmologist

Dr. Cecil Aird

Dr. Andre Haughton  Economics 
Lecturer at UWI 

Professor Richard Cooke Department 
of Agricultural and Biological 
Engineering University Illonois

Dr. John McHardy  Neurosurgeon

Leighton McKnight Managing 
Partner PWC

Addly Duncan Deputy DPP Jamaica

 Edison Leighton  Mathematician  
extraordinaire

OTHER NOTABLE ACADEMICS PROFESSOR RICHARD COOKE – ACES SENIOR 
FACULTY AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN EXTENSION!                                                               

Described as a highly 
intelligent and extremely 
thoughtful engineer 
and scholar with a true 
passion for improving 
the quality of life for 
people around the world, 

Professor Richard Cooke 
is the recipient of the 2020 
ACES Senior Faculty 
Award for Excellence in 
Extension. Cooke joined 
the ABE faculty in 1994 
with a 50-50 teaching and 
research appointment. 
That was quickly revised 
to include a major 
emphasis on extension 
as the important 
practicality of his work 
for production agriculture 
became apparent. His 
research is cited as 
providing significant 
benefits to producers, 
conservationists and 
environmentalists, policy 
makers, and the drainage 

and land improvement 
industry. Cooke continues 
to administer the annual 
drainage school and has 
converted the Illinois 
drainage guide to a digital 
format. He has been an 
influential mentor to 
many in the industry 
and the academy. His 
contributions have also 
been recognized through 
numerous awards, 
including the 2020 
Gunlogson Countryside 
Engineering Award from 
the American Society 
of Agricultural and 
Biological Engineers and 
2020-2021 Fulbright U.S. 
Scholar Program award.



SP
EC

IA
L 

AD
VE

RT
IS

IN
G

 tw
it

te
r/

ja
m

ai
ca

ob
se

rv
er

   
w

w
w

.ja
m

ai
ca

ob
se

rv
er

.c
om

   
TH

E
 D

A
IL

Y
 O

B
S

E
R

V
E

R
   

Tu
es

d
ay

, N
ov

em
b

er
 3

0,
 2

02
1

1
4

Mr Leighton Mcknight Is one 
of the best students to have 
passed through Cornwall 
College.

At School he was a quiet 

student. He was also very 
driven and diligent leading 
to him getting all his subjects 
and excelling at sixth form 
where remembers being the 
only student from Cornwall 
to pass geography that year. 
He went on to University 
where he became extremely 
popular and developed his well 
known gregarious spirit. He 
excelled again in his studies 
as an accountant and he is 
now managing partner at 
Price Waterhouse Coopers in 
Jamaica.

His most amazing talent is his 
altruism, being a help to so 
many students who face hard 
times

In 2017 he received the 
highest honour from his ICAJ 
colleagues at a Glittering 
ceremony.

Spalding Cup Champions 1971

John McHardy, was born in St James 
and attended Cornwall College 1936 
to 1942.

He taught at Cornwall 1944 to 1946.

He studied Medicine at Cambridge 
University in England before 
returning to Jamaica 1952 working 

as a medical officer until 1959. He 
then returned to London England to 
study Neurosurgery at The National 
Hospital for Nervous diseases 1964 
to 1966, passing his FRCS at the 
same time.

He returned to Jamaica 1967 as 
a consultant neurosurgeon to 
Kingston Public Hospital. He 
became a senior medical officer 
there in 1974 and principal medical 
officer of health in 1977. 

From 1981 to 1988, he was Chief 
Medical Officer of the Ministry 
Health in Jamaica.

He was one of the first qualified 
Jamaican Neurosurgeons and was 
responsible for the training of many 
others.

He was also a very dedicated public 
servant serving the Ministry of 
Health with distinction.

Even in retirement Dr McHardy 
served as registrar of the Medical 
Council for many years.

DR. JOHN MCHARDY, NEUROSURGEON MR LEIGHTON MCKNIGHT

SPORTING 
ICONS AND 

ACHIEVEMENTS
12 Dacosta Cup titles –  (1953, 1955, 1956, 
1958, 1959, 1963, 1982, 1983, 1995, 2000, 
2001 and 2016) the most by any school.

11 Oliver Shield Titles 

2 times triple champions schoolboy 
football (1983,2001)

Spalding Cup Champions 1971
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Football team 1905-1911 Left to right Back row,  F Henry, O 
Payne H Aiken (coach) D Murray, E Alberga Middle Mr Stephens 

(teacher)  Mr Francis (teacher) AO Tomlinson Captain Rev George 
Leader (head master)  Roberts Front row A Levy, C Tomlinson, H 

Johnston

SPORTING ICONS AND ACHIEVEMENTS

Dacosta Cup Champions 2016. 
CC’s latest D Cup Champions

3 National Football Captains 
Mark Ledford,,  Warren Barrett, 

Donovan Ricketts
Steve Bucknor ICC Elite Cricket 

Umpire and FIFA Referee
Clayton Solomon FIFA Referee
Whiliston (Willie) Taylor FIFA 

Referee.

1953 Dacosta Cup and Oliver Shields Champions. CC first DCup 
Champions
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• Dr. Kenneth Baugh Deputy PM Jamaica
• Dr. Horace Chang Deputy PM Jamaica
• Dr. Karl Enoch Blythe
• Headley Cunningham
• Ambassador Derrick Heaven
•  Heroy Clarke
• Dr. Lynvale Bloomfield
• Dr. Patrick Harris
• Patrick Rosegreen
• Arthur Nelson
• Lloyd B. Smith
• Dr. Jephthah Ford
• Dave Brown

POLITICAL REPRESENTATIVES

Dr. Kenneth 
Baugh

Dr. Horace 
Chang

The first 3 Chief Justices in Post independence Jamaica were Cornwallians.

1963 – 1968                Sir Rowland Phillips
 

1968 – 1973                Sir Herbert Duffus

1973 – 1984                Hon. Kenneth Smith
 

Current Chief Justice of Cayman Islands         Hon Anthony Smellie 

Chief Justice of Bahamas                  John Isaacs

• Kingsley Thomas
• Earl  Samuels
• Noel Whyte
• Clifton Yap
• Cosmo Whyte
 

Kingsley Thomas attended 
Cornwall  College in the 
1960s. He attended UWI  
as an undergraduate 
and postgraduate as well 
as Rutgers University. 
specialising in Business 

administration and became 
well known in Jamaica as 
a company executive and 
a financial and Project 
consultant. 
He is famous for his work 
on the new 
Highway 
systems in 
Jamaica 
“Highway 
2000”.  He 
was also the 
Managing 
director of the 
Development 
B a n k  o f 
Jamaica. He 
also had stints 
as manager of circulation 
at the daily Gleaner as well 
as management positions 
in numerous companies in 
Jamaica, Trinidad and St 
Vincent.

For his pioneering work 
on the Highway systems 
in Jamaica he has received 
many awards including 
Gleaner Honour award 
for distinguished service 

to Jamaica, Gleaner Man 
of the year award and 
National award Order of 
Jamaica for contribution 
to the development of 
Jamaica.

JUDICIAL ICONS

NATIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE BUILDERS
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• Carlton Chin 
• Vinny Hosang
• Denham Jolly
• Winston Hofatt

OTHER NOTABLE ALUMNI

Mr Bevil Debruin affectionately 
known as ‘Mister Dibbs’, was English 
and Mathematics master and athletics 
and cricket coach at Royal College, 
Colombo Ceylon (Sri Lanka) for 18 
years till 1960. He subsequently joined 
Cornwall College, Montego Bay, 
Jamaica in the West Indies where he 
taught for a further 35 years.

THE VENERABLE BEVIL DEBRUIN MATHEMATICS 
TEACHER EXTRAORDINAIRE
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on this milestone Anniversary.
We look forward to another 125 YEARS of 

Transforming Boys to Men of Might
- From Dr. Dean Weatherly, 

The Smile Builder

Congratulations 
to the great 

CORNWALL COLLEGE

Cornwall had one 
of the first Cadet 

Units in the island 
started after world 
war two in 1946.

CADET 
UNIT

Curtis Clennon  1st 
place JIS  Heritage 
Poster Competition

Students at PCJ Energy Fair 2019.
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With best wishes for another 
125 years 

of transforming Boys to Men of might.

CLAYTON MORGAN & COMPANY 
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

Serving our Clients for over 40 Years.

Located at: 59 Church Street, Montego Bay, St. James
Contact us at:876-9552-1800/876-979-1733

Email: claymoco@cwjamaica.com 
www.claytonmorganandco.com
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The US-based Mid-Atlantic Chapter of the Cornwall 
College Old Boys’ Association (CCOBAMA) is 
buttressing a movement to ensure their former high 
school is aptly supplied with essential infra-structural 
learning tools. Like a second wave, CCOBAMA along 
with a host of ‘Cornwallians’ in the North-east of the 
United States delivered their second massive shipment 
of school supplies. A total of two forty-foot containers 
packed with, Personal Protective Equipment, computers, 
office furniture, white boards, lab tables and stools, 
fume hoods and various sports equipment.

Former President Neville Bell, “Since our inception, 
the Mid Atlantic chapter has worked to towards the 
improvement of the infrastructure of our alma mater. 
Starting with a computer lab 2019, we have worked 
towards upgrading the IT and other needs of the 
school.” He continued. “We must thank our donors, 
both personal and corporate, such as Caribbean 
Food Delights/Royal Caribbean Bakery and NOWAD 
Engineering Ltd.

Principal Michael Ellis demonstrated his appreciation 
of the old boys to the 125-year old institution. “Once 
again the Cornwall College alumni have delivered. They 
have shown their unwavering commitment to their 
alma mater. They have put their money, their resources, 
and their time where their heart is. The result is that 
the school is better off at this current moment than we 
were before.”

CELEBATING THE POWER OF 
COLLABORATION
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